Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis following treatment for cervical carcinoma.
Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (SBP) is an acute bacterial infection usually associated with ascites and cirrhosis or is a complication of peritoneal dialysis. There are very few case reports of cancer patients who developed this disease. Furthermore, there have been no published case reports of successfully treated gynecological cancer patients who later developed SBP. We present a case involving a 41-year-old woman who was treated for cervical carcinoma in 1992. She underwent radical surgery and adjuvant chemoradiation therapy. Two years later, the patient presented with streptococcal group B cellulitis associated with left leg lymphedema. She recovered following antibiotic treatment but had recurrent episodes of streptococcal cellulitis in her leg over the past 10 years. In 2003, the patient was admitted to the hospital because of sepsis, acute renal failure, and SBP. She was treated and recovered following treatment. SBP is usually associated with cirrhosis. Although SBP is rarely seen in successfully treated gynecological cancer patients, oncologists should be aware of this clinical entity. Timely treatment is essential to maximize chances of survival.